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East Elementary’s Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) won $20,000 
in the Box Tops for Education 
Sweepstakes and has donated it to East 
Elementary.

“At first, I was in disbelief when 
I looked at the check,” said East 
Principal Renee Hays. “I assumed 
that the $20,000 must be an error, 
but we investigated it and we are the 
sweepstakes winner, thanks to Jesse 
T. nominating us for the sweepstakes 
award.”

East Elementary is conducting a 
survey of its teachers and staff to 
determine how best to use the funds.

“I feel like we won the lottery! 
We have this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to do something special,” 
Hays said. “I don’t know what that 
will be because we are gathering ideas, 
but it is so exciting to dream about 
all the things that $20,000 can do to 
benefit students. We are so thankful 

East wins $20,000 in Box Tops for Education

to Box Tops for Education for this 
opportunity.”

To participate in the Box Tops 
for Education program, you may 
download the app on your cell phone. 
To set up the app for the first time, 
you will need to find a school. (If 
you allow the app to use your current 
location, then nearby schools that 
participate in the Box Top program 
will appear.) You may then select your 
child’s school, and then the app will 
ask for your name, birthdate and zip 
code. Once you have established your 
account, you may use the app to scan 

your store receipts (proving you have 
purchased qualifying items) within 
14 days of purchase. The app will 
identify Box Tops products on your 
receipt and automatically credit your 
school’s earnings online. Twice a year, 
your participating school will receive 
a check and can use that cash to buy 
whatever it needs.

To see a list of participating 
products, go to https://www.
boxtops4education.com/Participating-
Products-Page.

Who would begin her career in a 
federal prison working with special 
needs prisoners and then transition to 
helping special education children at 
schools? 

Who, when medical experts didn’t 
readily have the answers for her son’s 
unique medical conditions, would 
comb through international medical 
journals, searching for neurologists in 
an attempt to find a diagnosis for her 
infant son? 

Who, when told that her infant son 
would not make any noises, would 
record him cooing on video? 

Who is this remarkable woman being interviewed? 
Who would hear 

that her son’s life 
expectancy would 
likely only be 
seven weeks, and 
yet experience the 
miracle of seeing him 
live to be 8 months 
old? 

Who would suffer 
through the passing 
of her infant son and 
yet think of helping 
other parents?  

Continued on page 2

Tim Leimkuhler of KOLR 10 films while Jenifer Abreu 
of KOLR 10 interviews Dr. Elizabeth Washington for an 
upcoming episode that will feature the four finalists.
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Who would accept the placement of twins in her home just 
two months after her son’s death? 

Who would earn her doctorate degree while raising seven 
children? 

Who would drive 140 miles round trip to work every day? 
Who is this remarkable woman? 
Dr. Elizabeth Washington, the director of special services at 

the Waynesville R-VI School District, that’s who. 
Washington is one of four finalists in KOLR 10’s 

Remarkable Women of the Ozarks contest and on Wednesday, 
Jan. 26, 2022, Jenifer Abreu of KOLR-10 (Springfield, Mo.) 
interviewed Washington for an upcoming television show 
featuring the four finalists. The show is scheduled to air in 
March and will include the announcement of the winner in 
celebration of International Women’s Day.  

Washington was nominated by Rick Harne, a member of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education. 

“Her story is not a chapter in a book, but an entire book,” 
Harne said. “Her message is one of hope, perseverance and 
selfless service.” 

Washington’s story begins with meeting Eric, the man who 
would become her husband, while they were working at the 
United States Medical Center for Federal Prisoners Center in 
Springfield, Mo. They wanted to have a big, blended family of 
biological and adopted children, since Washington herself was 
adopted. 

The couple had Darian, Deric, Denzel and then Dante who 
was born in May 2013. Although Dante was a few weeks 
early, the couple was not overly concerned until doctors 
discovered that he was unable to suck and that a feeding tube 
would be necessary for him to receive nutrients. Of further 
concern was that doctors discovered that Dante also could not 
regulate his body temperature and had high blood pressure. 

Doctors were unclear about his diagnosis, so Washington 
scoured medical journals, finding email addresses for cutting-
edge neurologists who might help diagnose their son’s 
condition. After viewing the MRIs, one reached out to her 
and said that Dante had brainstem disconnection syndrome 
– a condition so rare that Dante was only the 13th child to be 
diagnosed with the condition. In previous cases, the infants 
had only had survived seven weeks. 

With the incredible 
support network of 
family and friends, the 
Washingtons were able 
to spend eight months 
and eight days with 
Dante, during which 
about half of that 
time was spent in the 
hospital. By working 
different shifts, the 
Washingtons were 
able to ensure at least 
one parent was with 
Dante when they were 
at home. 

Although they were told Dante would not be able to 
communicate, Washington was able to record Dante cooing 
back to her husband. Despite heroic efforts, Dante passed in 
January 2014. 

Many unanswered questions remained about the rare 
disease, so the Washingtons consented to having further 
studies of Dante to not only help bring closure for themselves, 
but also to help other families.

“I never wanted other parents to go through what Eric and 
I did,” Washington said. “Not knowing what was wrong and 
what caused his condition was so difficult. Even though there 
is no cure, knowing now that it is genetic, can help provided 
valuable information to other families.”

About two months after Dante’s passing, a social worker 
called and asked if the Washingtons were emotionally ready 
to accept a placement and without hesitation, Washington said 
yes. She called her husband and said, “On your way home 
from work, would you please stop and pick up another crib? 
We’re going to have not one, but two babies arriving tonight.” 

The Washingtons later adopted the twins, Brayden 
and Ryder, who were placed with them that night. While 
Washington loved her sons, she longed to have a daughter, so 
when the opportunity presented itself about a year later, the 
couple adopted Journey. 

“We thought that we were done, but then Jamie was placed 
with us several months later and we realized our family was 
not yet complete, and we adopted him as well,” Washington 
said. 

Helping individuals with special needs began as 
Washington’s career, but having Dante, along with six out of 
seven of her other children being diagnosed with disabilities 
has turned her career into a passion. 

“We are very fortunate to have Dr. Washington working 
here,” Harne said. “Her personal experience and passion drive 
her every day. She makes everybody around her better.”

Washington credits the district’s team of special education 
teachers, process coordinators, paraprofessionals, classroom 
teachers and other staff for the success of students with special 
needs.

“She understands that we need each other and I am proud 
that she is one of the finalists,” Harne said.  

As one of the finalists, Washington was able to direct $1,000 
to the charity of her choice. Washington chose the Waynesville 
R-VI School District Foundation that benefits students and 
teachers. 

“This way we can put the money right into the classrooms 
of a district that I love,” Washington said. 

If Washington wins the competition, she will be able to 
designate $10,000 to the charity of her choice.  

“Regardless of the outcome of this competition, the real 
winners are our families and students who benefit from her 
unique combination of expertise and empathy,” Harne said. 

Washington’s office includes family photos and a collection 
of more than 40 owls, which Dante loved. His love of owls is 
also the reason this story begins with asking “Who…Who…
Who.” His ability to respond to owls was remarkable, a trait 
that Harne says he inherited from his mom.  

Dr. Washington is ‘Remarkable Woman’ finalist Continued 
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Waynesville High School hosted its 8th Annual Waynesville 
JROTC Drill Competition on Jan. 22, 2022, at WHS and for 
the first time ever, WHS’s drill team competed its own event. 

“Due to the limited competitions that have been held this 
year, our drill team competed at home, which we have never 
done before,” said Col. (Ret.) Charles Williams, senior Army 
instructor. “Our participation was only made possible by ALC 
NCOs who picked up the support role slack, filling the slots so 
that we could compete and this event could run smoothly.”

Judges for the competition were provided by Fort Leonard 
Wood, including:

-  Drill Sergeants from 14th Military Police Brigade,
-  Instructors from the Fort Leonard Wood United States 
    Marine Corps and Air Force Detachments
In addition, Command Sergeant Major Randolph “Randy” 

Delapena, the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence 
Command Sergeant Major, addressed the cadets and presented 
the awards and trophies during the awards ceremony. 

The ALC NCOs mentioned by Williams above included 
members of a class from the Military Police Advanced 
Leaders Course (ALC) who volunteered to support this 
event. In addition, senior ROTC cadets from Missouri State 
University volunteered to assist with event scoring.

WHS hosts 8th Annual JROTC Drill Competition

Photos by Trey Townsend, a WHS yearbook student

The Overall Drill Meet Champion was Leavenworth High 
School.

The Overall Unarmed Division winner was Leavenworth 
High School, with Blue Springs South High School finishing 
2nd overall and Missouri Military Academy in 3rd.  

The Overall Armed Division winner was Missouri Military 
Academy, with Leavenworth High School finishing 2nd 
overall, and Blue Springs South in 3rd.

“Due to COVID, fewer teams competed than in the past 
years, but it was still a great event and big success,” Williams 
said.

Abigail Lemmond, a Waynesville High School junior, was 
2nd overall (out of a field of more than 300 cadets) in the Final 
Individual Drill Down.

Waynesville teams finished as follows:
3rd Place Unarmed Exhibition
4th Place Armed Regulation
4th Place Armed Color Guard
4th Place Armed Exhibition
5th Place Unarmed New Cadet
5th Place Unarmed Regulation
5th Place Unarmed Color Guard
In addition to the many volunteers named above and to the 

teams who participated, Williams extended his thanks to Cory 
Ace, Nancy Crawford, Dr. Jason Whitt, Dr. Traci Pattison, 
John Smith, Charles Davis, all the teachers and faculty who 
allowed the use their areas, and custodians for helping make 
this event a first-class competition.



The Waynesville High 
School varsity boys 
basketball team will take 
on Jennings High School 
starting at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 29, 2022. Admission 
is free to this game that 
has been added to the 
regular schedule.

Construction is 
scheduled to begin on 
Monday, Jan. 31, 2022, 
on the Transportation 
Facility located behind 
East Elementary. 
During construction, the 
transportation facility’s 
parking lot will be 
closed so bus drivers 
will need to park their 
personal vehicles in East 
Elementary’s lot. This 
may cause a shortage of 
parking spaces that are 
typically used by parents 
for afternoon pick up and 
require parents to walk 
farther than normal. We 
apologize in advance for 
any inconvenience this 
may cause. If you would 
like to change from being 
a parent who walks up 
to pick up your child to 
driving through the drive-
through line, please send 
a note with your child on 
Monday. 

Free boys 
BB game

Parking lot 
info at East

Blake Althuisius, a senior at Waynesville High School, signed his letter of intent to 
play college baseball at Central Methodist University in Fayette, Mo., on Thursday, Jan. 
27, 2022. Althuisius is a starting pitcher and centerfielder for the Tigers and is the son of 
Ben and Laura Althuisius. Althuisius was an Academic All-State selectee and All Ozark 
Conference Honorable mention selection as an outfielder his junior season. He hit .271 
last season with 12 runs scored and 14 stolen bases. On the mound he had two wins, a 
5.25 E.R.A., and 41 strike outs. 

“Blake is a great representative of Waynesville Tiger baseball; he is a hard worker, 
great student, and a leader on and off the field,” said Head Baseball Coach Tyler Shalbot. 
“We couldn’t be prouder of Blake and we know that he will have a successful future!” 

Althuisius signs to play baseball

Members of the Student Leadership Team met with the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
during the study session on Jan. 18, 2022. The team members participating included Ian 
Manibusan and Sarah Hilburgh, both Waynesville High School students, and Grey Landreth, 
a Waynesville Middle School student. The team meets and then team representatives 
provide student input on numerous topics of interest to the school district.


